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Rural Accessibility







Mobility Accessibility

Increase the ability to move around Increase the ability to get what needed

Nearby services, digital services, synergy 
transportation/land use, active mobility,…

New infrastructures, increased capacity 
of infrastructures,…
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Rural Accessibility
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Cross-border public transport accessibility
Facts and figures: 
• Between 2000 and 2015 the number of 

cross-border commuters in EU has 
increased by ca 350%

• Central Europe hosts about 20% of 
EU cross-border commuting flows 

• In Central Europe, cross-border flows 
mostly affect rural areas, with a 
dispersed demand and lacking public 
transport network

Western EuropeCentral Europe

Share of commuters within metropolitan areas
Share of commuters outside metropolitan areas



Cross-border public transport accessibility
Applied-research work:
• We developed policy solutions related to three main 

domains: connectivity, tariff and ticketing, info-
mobility

• We elaborated a cross-border accessibility strategy 
for the Province of South Tyrol (endorsed by local 
stakeholders and politicians)

Basic-research work:
• We developed cross-border accessibility models to 

evaluate the efficiency of public transport (different 
kinds of gravity-based models)

• We extended the reflection on cross-border public 
transport to the alpine arch and the tourism mobility



Autonomous vehicles and rural accessibility

Facts and figures: 

• Many rural areas suffer from low 
accessibility, with negative effects on 
their attractive as places to live

• The rural public transport provision is 
often limited by the low demand and the 
related poor financial sustainability

• This generates relevant issues especially 
for the population groups that rely on 
public transport (as elderly or pupils)

• The transport automation process may 
greatly support the improvement of rural 
transport service, but even increase the 
attractiveness of private mobility

Rural Accessibility:

Transport Automation:



Basic-research work:
• We investigate the current 

space-time constraints 
and mobility habits of the 
rural population 

• We develop scenarios of 
rural public transport 
automation in study areas 
located 

• We estimate the impacts 
of these scenarios on the 
accessibility of different 
population groups living in 
the study areas 

Autonomous vehicles and rural accessibility
Conceptual use cases

Concrete scenarios in South Tyrol

Performance, cost and capacity design

Scenario design flow chart



Utilitarian & recreational cycling accessibility 

Facts and figures: 
• It is widely recognized that bicycling 

has positive impacts environment, 
health, societal and transport costs

• Cities like Munich, Amsterdam and 
Copenhagen have registered an increase 
of their utilitarian bicyclers by over 
50% between the 90´ and 2010

• In tourism destinations as Germany, 
Ireland and France cycle tourism and 
recreational cycling has become a key 
attraction 

• The widespread of the e-bike is hugely 
extending the range of recreational (and 
even utilitarian) bike users

Leisure

Sport

Sightseeing

Commuting

School

Errands



Applied-research work:
• We map the opportunities relevant for cycle tourists 

in the eastern Alps and the cycling infrastructures 
leading to them

• We develop cycle-tourism concepts and business 
models for different destinations in the Italian Alps 
(e.g. Valbelluna and Val Camonica) 

Basic-research work:
• We currently attempt to develop a person-based 

accessibility model for cycling, which deploys the 
gravity-based approach

• We attempt to address the four key criticalities of 
non-motorized accessibility models in new basic-
research proposals

Utilitarian & recreational cycling accessibility 
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Main projects related to this presentation
Running and recent projects: Contact person:

1. CONNECT2CE – (Interreg Central Europe 2017-2020) à Alberto Dianin

2. RAAV – (Joint Project South Tyrol / Austria 2022-2024) à Alberto Dianin

3. E-BIKE – (Interreg Italy / Switzerland 2019-2022) à Isidoro De Bortoli

4. EMOTIONWAY – (Interreg Italy / Austria 2018-2022) à Philipp Corradini

5. Ciclovia del Cielo – (Auftrag vom Comunità Montana Val Camonica 2021-2022) à Isidoro De Bortoli

6. Valbelluna – (Auftrag vom Consorzio BIM Piave 2016-2017) à Isidoro De Bortoli

7. iMONITRAF! – (Auftrag vom Land Tirol 2017-2023) à Alberto Dianin

8. BBT: Update of the CO2 balance for the Brenner Base Tunnel – (Direct mandate 2022) à Federica Maino

Projects under evaluation/submission: Contact person:

1. SUSTANCE – (Interreg Central Europe call 2021-2027) à Alberto Dianin

2. URCA – (Joint Projects South Tyrol / Germany – current call) à Alberto Dianin
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Thank you for your attention!
Head of institute: thomas.streifeneder@eurac.edu
Involved researcher today: alberto.dianin@eurac.edu
Institute: regional.development@eurac.edu

mailto:thomas.streifeneder@eurac.edu
mailto:alberto.dianin@eurac.edu
mailto:regional.development@eurac.edu



